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Orgyen Dorje Chang, One of the Eight 
Manifestations of Padmasambhava

Date
19th century

Medium
Silk applique

Description
Large silk appliqué images, or gos sku in Tibetan, are 
made of colored silk or satin brocades sewn into gigantic 
compositions. Hoisted on a tall exterior wall of a 
monastery or draped on the side of a hill or mountain, 
these massive silk appliqué thangkas were displayed on 
special occasions for all to see. One such occasion is 
Padmasambhava’s Day (Day of his Miraculous Birth), 
which typically falls on the tenth day of the sixth month in 
the Tibetan lunar calendar; this year it is June 23 on the 
Gregorian calendar. Marked by large gatherings of people 

performing communal prayers and rituals, the day culminates in a feast and the display of large appliqué 
images for the benefit of the attendees as well as all sentient beings. Known among Tibetan Buddhists as 
the Second Buddha, Padmasambhava is believed to have visited Tibet during the 8th century and is 
considered instrumental in making Buddhism flourish in Tibet. This silk appliqué figure is one of eight 
manifestations of Padmasambhava around a larger central image of the Buddhist master as a part of a 
giant silk appliqué, which would have been unrolled on the side of a mountain. The tradition of creating 
and viewing monumental appliqué images continues in Himalayan regions and remains one of the most 
impressive treasures of Tibetan Buddhist culture.

Dimensions
85 1/8 × 60 5/8 × 1 1/8 in.


